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One of the best ways to promote outdoor play, 

encourage physical activity, and foster imagination in 

children is by investing in a backyard playset. With a 

wide range of options available, it’s important to make an 

informed decision and choose a playset that meets your 

family’s needs and ensures the safety and enjoyment of 

your children. 

In this comprehensive guide, we will walk you 

through the key considerations to keep in mind when 

shopping for a backyard playset, from safety features to 

customization options. So let’s dive in and find the perfect 
playset for your family!

So, You Want to Purchase 
the Perfect Playset

Encouraging children to spend time outdoors playing is 

one of the most important things we can do because it 

can have many benefits that contribute to their overall 
development. The act of playing outside not only ignites 

their imaginations but also enhances their agility and 

encourages a sense of imaginative play. 

Unstructured outdoor play is an invaluable part of child 

development. It significantly increases creativity and 
imagination, problem-solving abilities, and concentration 

levels among children who engage in it.
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Institutions such as the 

American Academy of 

Pediatrics advocate for at 

least one hour of daily free 

play and activity for young 

children, recognizing the 

positive impact it has on 

their well-being.

Outdoor play is an 

invaluable part of 

child development. It 

significantly increases 
creativity and imagination, 

problem-solving abilities, 

and concentration levels. 

HOW TO SHOP

FOR A BACKYARD 
PLAYSET
THE ULTIMATE GUIDE  



A backyard playground 

brings your family 

together, fosters creativity, 

and it’s the safest place 

for your kids to play. Not 

to mention, a backyard 

playset increases your 

property value.
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As today’s kids spend more and more time in front of 

screens, we see higher rates of obesity, less imagination, 

and a lower overall quality of life. It’s alarming to consider 

that an entire generation of kids may miss out on the kind 

of play that passes important skills from one generation to 

the next.

So, it’s imperative that we motivate our kids to embrace 

outdoor activities such as running, climbing, and 

swinging. However, safety concerns among parents often 

lead them to hesitate in allowing their children to venture 

unsupervised into the neighborhood. Not to mention the 

hassle of driving to the neighborhood playground or park.

Thankfully, backyard playsets and swingsets offer an 

ideal way to enhance outdoor play. 

� A backyard playground brings your family together

� It encourages physical activity and development

� A playset fosters creativity and imagination

� And it’s the safest place for your kids to play

� Not to mention, a backyard playset increases your 

property value

Choosing the Right Outdoor Playset 
for Your Child’s Age

Playing outdoors is crucial for children’s development, 

providing them with physical exercise, cognitive 

stimulation, and social interaction. One of the best ways to 

encourage outdoor play is by choosing the best playset for 

your child’s age. 

In this comprehensive guide, we will explore different age 

groups and the appropriate outdoor playsets for each stage 

of childhood. From toddlers to pre-teens, we’ve got you 

covered!
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When selecting a playset 

for your preschooler, 

look for climbing walls, 

ladders, ramps, and shorter 

slides that will encourage 

independent play.

Playsets for Toddlers (Under two years)

Toddlers require a playset that offers a safe and stimulating 

environment to support their early development. At this 

age, children are learning to crawl, stand, and walk, so 

choose a playset that promotes balance and coordination. 

Bucket swings are a must-have for a secure and 

comfortable seating option for babies and toddlers. 

Open slides and ramps can also add some fun, but close 

supervision is necessary to ensure their safety.

Recommended Playset: The Step2 Panda Climber is a 

great choice for toddlers. It offers the climbing and sliding 

toddlers will love! Or try Woodplay’s Jack & June Mini.

Playsets for Preschoolers (2-5 years)

As your child grows and develops their motor skills, they 

become more spontaneous and daring in their play. This 

is the perfect time to introduce playsets that challenge 

their physical abilities and inspire imaginative play.

When selecting a playset for your preschooler, look for 

climbing walls, ladders, ramps, and shorter slides that will 

encourage independent play. Adding safety handles to 

the equipment will provide support and give you peace of 

mind while your child explores their new playset.

Swings with regular belt seats are also a great option for 

two-year-olds but at three they will probably want to move 

on to a regular swing set and can safely swing on their own.

With the right playset, your child will be able to develop 

their physical skills while having fun and exploring their 

creativity. 

Recommended Playset: The Little Tikes Clubhouse Swing 

Set is perfect for preschoolers. It features a clubhouse, 

swings, and a slide, providing hours of fun and adventure. 

Also check out the Safari Series and Jack & June Series.



Playing outside is something 

you can do together, unlike 

screen time, which is often a 

solitary activity. It’s important 

to keep in mind the 3 Ps of 

play when playing outdoors 

with your kids or grandkids: 

Play at Home

Play Together

Play Safe
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Playsets for Elementary School Kids 
(6-9 years)

Elementary school kids are known for their boundless energy 

and enthusiasm, constantly seeking out new challenges in 

their play. With improved strength and nimbleness, they are 

ready to engage in more advanced activities.

When selecting a playset or swingset for this age group, 

look for larger climbing walls, ropes, higher slides, monkey 

bars, and other more ambitious accessories. These playset 

features provide opportunities for kids to test their limits, 

build confidence, and improve their physical abilities.

One highly recommended option is the Gorilla Playsets 

Frontier Swing Set. This playset offers a range of activities, 

including monkey bars, swings, and a slide, providing 

endless fun and excitement for elementary school kids. 

With the right playset, your child can continue to grow and 

thrive through active play.

We recommend the Safari Series, Outback, Playhouse Series, 

and Space Savers.

Find the Perfect Playsets for Pre-Teens 
(10+ years)

Pre-teens are at an age where they crave independence and 

adventure. They are ready for playsets that offer even greater 

challenges and inspire imaginative play.

When selecting a playset for this age group, look for features 

such as trapeze bars, walking bridges, and higher ropes to 

climb. These advanced playsets provide opportunities for 

pre-teens to test their strength and agility while engaging in 

imaginative play with their friends.

We recommended the Sky 6 Playset from Swing Set 

Warehouse. This playset offers a variety of challenging 
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Whether it’s a sturdy 

wooden playset for 

toddlers or an advanced 

playset for pre-teens, there 

are options available for 

every age group.

activities, including a sky loft, swings, a slide, and more, 

ensuring hours of fun and excitement for pre-teens. With 

the right playset, your child can continue to grow and 

thrive through active play.

For bigger kids, the Outback XL, Playhouse XL & Mega are 

ideal which you can find here.

Finding the Perfect Playset for 
Various Age Groups

If you have children in different age groups, it can be 

challenging to find a playset that caters to everyone’s 
needs. However, there are a few options to consider that 

can help you manage multiple age groups and ensure 

everyone has a safe and enjoyable play experience. 

One option is to create custom play areas for each age 

group by purchasing multiple playsets. This allows each 

child to enjoy age-appropriate activities and ensures their 

safety. However, if you’re working with limited space and 

budget, this option might not be the best for you.

A more practical solution is to choose a quality playset 

with interchangeable accessories. Many playsets offer 

swings with different seat types, such as bucket seats for 

young children, back-supported seats for preschoolers, 

and belt-style seats for older kids. By switching out the 

accessories as your children grow, you can adapt the 

playset to their changing needs and interests.

Custom modular playsets are another great option as 

they not only offer interchangeable accessories but can 

also be expanded structurally as your children grow. This 

allows you to customize the playset to accommodate 

the changing needs of your children, ensuring years of 

enjoyment and play for everyone. With the right playset, 

you can create a safe and fun space where your children 

can grow and play together, regardless of age.



Safety Considerations

Always prioritize safety 

when choosing playground 

equipment. Look for playsets 

that have safety features such 

as rounded edges, secure 

handrails, and proper spacing 

between bars and openings. 

Ensure that the playset meets 

or exceeds safety standards 

and guidelines set by 

organizations like the CPSC.

By considering the materials, 

customization options, 

additional features, and 

safety considerations, you can 

choose the right playground 

equipment that will provide 

years of fun and enjoyment for 

your children.
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Make Sure You Match the Age 
to the Equipment 

Choosing the right outdoor playset for your child’s age is 

crucial for their development, safety, and enjoyment. By 

considering their physical abilities, motor skills, and interests, 

you can provide them with a playset that promotes their 

growth and provides endless hours of fun. 

Whether it’s a sturdy wooden playset for toddlers or an 

advanced playset for pre-teens, there are options available 

for every age group. Remember to prioritize safety and 

supervision at all times to ensure your child’s well-being 

while they explore the joys of outdoor play.

Remember, outdoor play is essential for children’s overall 

development. By providing them with the right playset for 

their age, you are fostering their physical, cognitive, and 

social skills. So, let them swing, climb, and slide their way to 

a happy and healthy childhood!

From Swings to Slides: What You 
Need to Know Before Buying Outdoor 
Play Equipment for Your Home

When shopping for playground equipment for your own 

backyard, there are several factors to consider to ensure you 

make the right choice for your family. Let’s explore these 

considerations in detail:

What’s Your Budget?

A playset’s price can vary significantly depending on factors 
such as size, materials, and features. Before starting your 

search, determine your budget and how much you are 

willing to invest in a playset. 

Keep in mind that while cheaper options may seem appealing, 

they may not be as durable or offer the same level of safety 

as higher-priced playsets. Consider the long-term value and 

durability of the playset when making your decision.
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Additional Features

Consider the range of features 

available in the playset. Popular 

features include swings, slides, 

monkey bars, climbing walls, 

and playhouses. Think about 

your children’s interests, age, 

and physical abilities when 

selecting the features. Look for 

features that promote active 

play, encourage imagination, 

and provide a variety of play 

experiences.

Optimizing Your Yard for a Playset

Before installing a playset, ensure that your yard is in 

optimal condition to provide a safe and enjoyable play 

experience. 

Here are a few things to keep in mind when finding 
a perfect space:

First, measure your yard and determine how much space 

you can allocate for a playset. Choose a level area clear of 

trees, fences, and other hazards.

You’ll need room for the playset and a safety buffer zone 

around it. Ensure at least six feet between the perimeter 

of your playset and any structure like your house, garage, 

or shed. If your set has swings, you’ll also need to leave 

space twice the distance of the height of your swings.

Consider the orientation of your playset, especially if you 

plan to add accessories like swings and slides. Look out for 

any overhanging limbs from trees nearby. And, if you plan 

to expand your playset in the future, make sure you leave 

enough room for growth.

By taking time to optimize your yard for a playset, you 

can provide your children with a safe and enjoyable 

space to play and grow.

How to Choose the Right Features for Your 
Backyard Playset

Selecting the right features for your playset is key to 

creating a fun and safe play environment for your 

children. Here’s what to keep in mind:

Consider the number and ages of children who 

will be using the playset. Choose a playset that can 

accommodate the right number of children and provide 

age-appropriate activities. Popular features include 

swings, slides, ropes, monkey bars, walls, and clubhouses.



Pick the Best Building Materials

Playsets can be crafted from 

metal, plastic, wood, vinyl, or a 

blend of these materials. Each 

option has distinct advantages 

and considerations:

Metal: Affordable and low-

maintenance thanks to rust-

resistant powder coatings, but 

may lack sturdiness against 

heavy use.

Plastic: Lightweight, durable, 

and easy to clean, but best 

suited for younger children due 

to limited weight capacity.

Wood: Known for durability and 

natural beauty, with versatility 

in features. Cedar is popular 

for resistance to insects and 

decay, but requires regular 

maintenance like staining and 

bolt tightening.

Vinyl: Combines the durability 

of wood with minimal upkeep. 

Constructed with pressure-

treated wood and available in 

various colors, accommodating 

higher weight limits and 

allowing for modifications as 
your family grows.

Evaluate the pros and cons 

of each material and select 

the one that aligns with your 

preferences, budget, and 

maintenance level.
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Also, consider whether the playset can be expanded or 

modified with additional features as your children grow. 
This can ensure that the playset continues to meet their 

changing needs and interests.

By choosing the right features for your backyard playset, you 

can create a fun and safe environment where your children 

can play and grow for years to come.

Safety: Ensuring a Safe Play 
Environment

Safety should always be a top priority when it comes to 

backyard playsets. By following some essential safety 

guidelines, you can create a safe play environment for your 

children. Let’s explore these safety considerations in detail:

Don’t Forget Surfacing

Proper protective ground surfacing is crucial to minimize 

the risk of injuries from falls. Ensure that the area around the 

playset is covered with a suitable safety surface material. This 

can include wood playground mulch, rubber mulch, or sand. 

The depth of the surfacing material should be determined 

based on the maximum fall height of the playset. Consult 

the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) 

guidelines for specific recommendations on surfacing depth.

Get Spacing Right

Check the spacing between bars, openings, and ropes to 

prevent entrapment. The spacing should be either wider 

than nine inches or smaller than three and a half inches to 

ensure children’s safety. This will prevent them from getting 

their heads or limbs stuck in tight spaces.

Elevated Surfaces

Platforms and elevated areas should have guardrails 

to prevent falls. Ensure that the guardrails are at an 

appropriate height and free from any openings that could 

pose a safety hazard. The CPSC recommends a minimum 

guardrail height of 25 inches for platforms that are 30 

inches or more above the ground.
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Regular maintenance 

ensures that your playset 

remains safe and enjoyable 

for your children for years.

The Importance of Regular Maintenance

Maintain your playset to keep it safe and enjoyable for 

your children. Inspect the hardware, including screws, 

bolts, and hooks, to ensure they are secure and free 

from rust or damage. Tighten any loose hardware 

promptly. Check for sharp edges or protruding parts 

that could cause injuries. Wood playsets may require 

periodic staining and sealing to protect them from the 

elements and maintain their structural integrity. Regular 

maintenance ensures that your playset remains safe and 

enjoyable for your children for years.

Age Appropriateness

Choose a playset that is age-appropriate for your children. 

Consider their physical abilities, coordination, and motor 

skills when selecting a playset. Ensure that the playset’s 

features and activities align with your child’s age and 

developmental stage. Look for safety features such as 

rounded edges, secure handrails, and appropriate height 

requirements for slides and platforms.

Safety Products

Consider additional safety products such as rubber mats 

or tiles to provide added cushioning and reduce the risk 

of injuries from falls. These can be placed under swings, 

slides, and high-traffic areas of the playset.

And remember to regularly supervise their activities 

to ensure their safety and address any potential 

hazards or risks.

Get Out Your Tape Measure: Finding 
the Perfect Spot for Your Playset

As we mentioned earlier, before installing a playset, 

ensure that your yard is in optimal condition to provide a 

safe and enjoyable play experience. 



By taking the time to 

think about placement 

before you buy, you can 

ensure that your backyard 

playset provides a fun and 

safe environment for your 

children to play and grow. 
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Choosing the perfect spot for your backyard playset is crucial 

to ensure a safe and enjoyable play environment for your 

children. Before you make a purchase, it’s important to 

consider the space you have available. Here’s why:

A mega-sized playset may be what your kids are begging 

for, but it’s important to think about placement before you 

buy. Here are some key considerations when finding the 
perfect spot for your playset:

� Line of Sight: Select a location that offers a clear line of 

sight from your house or main viewing area. This will allow 

you to supervise your children while they play and ensure 

their safety.

� Level Ground: Ensure that the ground where you plan to 

install the playset is level. If the ground is uneven, it may 

require some adjustments during installation to ensure 

stability and safety.

� Clearance: Leave enough space around the playset 

for children to move freely without any obstructions. 

This includes maintaining a safety buffer zone around 

the playset to prevent collisions with other objects or 

structures.

� Shade: Consider the position of the sun throughout the 

day and choose a location that offers shade or the option 

to add shade structures to protect children from excessive 

sun exposure.

� Accessibility: Ensure that the playset is easily accessible for 

children. Consider the proximity to pathways, gates, and 

the overall layout of your backyard.

By taking the time to think about placement before you 

buy, you can ensure that your backyard playset provides 

a fun and safe environment for your children to play and 

grow. So, before you invest in a playset, make sure you have 

plenty of space available and choose the perfect spot that 

meets your family’s needs.
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We’ve created an in-depth 

post on our website if you 

want to dive deeper into 

finding the right material 
for your playset: What 

Should You Choose for Your 

Outdoor Playset: Wood, 

Vinyl, Metal, or Plastic?

So Many Options: Choosing the 
Right Playground Equipment

When it comes to choosing the right playground 

equipment, the options can be overwhelming. From 

materials to features, there are many factors to consider. 

Here’s what you need to know:

Materials
Playground equipment is typically made of wood, metal, 

plastic, or vinyl. Each material has its advantages and 

considerations:

� Wood: Wooden playsets are known for their durability, 

natural aesthetic, and versatility. Cedar is a popular 

choice for wooden playsets as it is naturally resistant to 

insects and decay. Keep in mind that wooden playsets 

may require regular maintenance, such as staining 

and sealing, to protect them from weather damage.

� Metal: Metal playsets are often more affordable and 

require minimal maintenance. However, they may not 

be as durable as other materials and can be prone to 

rusting or bending if not properly cared for.

� Plastic: Plastic playsets are lightweight, durable, and 

easy to clean. They are typically designed for younger 

children and offer a variety of bright colors and playful 

designs.

� Vinyl: Vinyl playsets offer the durability of wood 

without the need for regular maintenance. They are 

constructed with pressure-treated wood covered in 

vinyl and come in a variety of colors. Vinyl playsets can 

accommodate heavier weight capacities and can be 

modified and expanded as your family grows.

Consider the pros and cons of each material and choose 

one that aligns with your preferences, budget, and 

desired level of maintenance.



Customization Options

Many playsets offer 

customization options to 

tailor the playset to your 

family’s preferences and 

needs. Look for playsets that 

allow you to add or swap 

out features as your children 

grow. This can include 

adding additional swings, 

slides, or climbing elements. 

Consider the flexibility and 
expandability of the playset to 

ensure it can evolve with your 

family’s changing needs.
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Customization: Designing 
Your Dream Playset

One of the advantages of modern playsets is the ability to 

customize and design a playset that meets your family’s 

specific needs and preferences. Here are some ways you can 
customize your playset:

Swings

Choose from a variety of swing options, including belt swings, 

toddler swings, disc swings, and tire swings. Consider the age 

and abilities of your children when selecting the swing type. 

Some playsets offer interchangeable swing options, allowing 

you to switch out swings as your children grow.

Slides

Select the slide type and size that best suits your playset and 

available space. Options include straight slides, wave slides, 

tube slides, and spiral slides. Consider the height and age 

recommendations for each slide type to ensure a safe and 

enjoyable experience for your children.

Climbing Elements

Include climbing elements such as rock walls, cargo nets, 

or rope ladders to provide additional challenges and 

opportunities for physical activity. Climbing elements help 

develop strength, coordination, and problem-solving skills.

Playhouse or Clubhouse

Add a playhouse or clubhouse to your playset for imaginative 

play. Playhouses can feature windows, doors, and even 

additional levels or platforms. Consider the size and design 

of the playhouse to ensure it fits within your available space 
and meets your children’s imaginative play needs.

Accessories

Enhance your playset with accessories such as steering 

wheels, telescopes, binoculars, or chalkboards. These 

accessories can spark creativity and imaginative play, 
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Consider additional 

add-ons such as ship 

wheels, sandboxes, 

binoculars, and monkey 

bars to further enhance 

your playset.

allowing children to transform their playset into a pirate 

ship, spaceship, or anything their imagination desires.

Additional Add-Ons

Consider additional add-ons such as picnic tables, 

sandboxes, or monkey bars to further enhance your 

playset. These add-ons can provide additional play 

options and create a more complete play environment for 

your children.

By customizing your playset, you can create a unique and 

personalized outdoor play experience for your children, 

tailored to their interests and developmental needs.

DIY vs. Professional Installation: 
Which is the Best Option for Your 
Backyard Playset?

When it comes to purchasing a backyard playset, one 

of the most important decisions you’ll need to make is 

whether to install it yourself or hire professionals. While 

both options have their advantages and considerations, 

it’s important to choose the one that aligns with your 

budget, abilities, and desired level of convenience. Here 

are some factors to consider when making this decision:

DIY Installation

� Cost: DIY installation can save you money on installation 

fees. However, keep in mind that some playsets may 

require specialized tools or equipment for proper 

assembly.

� Skill Level: Assess your skills and comfort level with 

assembling complex structures. Some playsets may be 

more straightforward to assemble, while others may 

require more advanced construction skills.

� Time and Effort: Consider the time and effort required 

for DIY installation. Playsets can be large and time-

consuming to assemble, especially if you have limited 

experience with construction projects.



Consider your skills, time 

availability, and comfort 

level with DIY projects when 

deciding whether to install 

the playset yourself or hire 

professionals. If you choose 

professional installation, 

ensure that you hire reputable 

and experienced installers who 

are familiar with the specific 
playset you have chosen.
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Professional Installation

� Expertise and Experience: Professional installers have 

the expertise and experience to ensure that the playset is 

properly assembled and meets safety standards.

� Efficiency: Professionals can typically complete the 

installation more quickly and efficiently than DIY 
installation, saving you time and potential frustration.

� Warranty: Some playset manufacturers may require 

professional installation to maintain the warranty. 

Be sure to check the manufacturer’s guidelines before 

making a decision.

Play it Right: Installing Playsets with 
Courtesy and Care

Transforming your backyard into a playground is an exciting 

endeavor. However, when installing a backyard playset, 

it’s important to consider the impact on your neighbors. 

From understanding local regulations to respecting quiet 

hours, here are five vital tips for buying the best playground 
equipment with your neighbors in mind.

1. Check Local Regulations – Obeying the rules: Before 

installing a playset, check with your local municipality 

or homeowner’s association for any regulations or 

guidelines regarding playset installations. Some areas 

may have specific requirements regarding setbacks, 
heights, or noise restrictions.

2. Communicate with Neighbors – Building bridges, 

not fences: Inform your neighbors about your plans 

to install a playset and address any concerns they 

may have. Being open and communicative can help 

foster positive relationships and address any potential 

issues proactively.

3. Positioning and Noise Considerations – Less noise, 

more smiles: Consider the location of your playset to 

your neighbor’s property. Position the playset in a way 
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With the perfect playset 

in your backyard, you 

can create lasting 

memories and foster 

the development of your 

children’s physical, social, 

and imaginative skills.  

that minimizes noise disturbances, such as placing it 

away from shared property lines or installing noise-

reducing features.

4. Privacy Considerations – A win-win solution: If your 

playset overlooks your neighbor’s property, consider 

adding privacy features such as fencing, landscaping, 

or trellises to provide visual barriers and maintain 

privacy for both you and your neighbors.

5. Respect Quiet Hours – Playtime without disruptions:

Be mindful of quiet hours in your neighborhood 

and encourage your children to engage in quiet play 

activities during these times to minimize disturbances.

By being considerate of your neighbors, you can maintain 

positive relationships and ensure a harmonious play 

environment for everyone. Being a thoughtful neighbor 

builds a sense of community and good rapport.

It’s Time to Find the Perfect Playset!

Choosing the perfect backyard playset is a fun family 

journey that involves considering various factors such as 

budget, space, materials, customizations, and safety. 

By carefully evaluating these factors and following the tips 

and guidelines in this guide, you can select a playset that 

provides years of fun, physical activity, and imaginative 

play for your kids. 

And remember to prioritize safety and regularly inspect 

and maintain the playset to ensure its ongoing safety 

and enjoyment. 

With the perfect playset in your backyard, you can create 

lasting memories and foster the development of your 

children’s physical, social, and imaginative skills. 

Happy playset shopping!



Choose Your Playset

Our mission is to provide the best backyard playgrounds at 

reasonable prices so you and your family can enjoy an oasis of 

safe, exhilarating adventure.

The Excitement of the 
Neighborhood Playground in the 

Safety of your own backyard

Delight and entertain your family, friends, and neighbors 

with top-quality backyard playground equipment.

Choose your playset...
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We Deliver and Assemble

All About Play provides free delivery and assembly within 

the Phoenix metro area, and we can delivery and assemble 

anywhere in Arizona.

2

We Deliver and Assemble

All About Play provides free delivery and assembly within 

the Phoenix metro area, and we can delivery and assemble 

anywhere in Arizona.

3

Contact Us:

(623) 986-7529 (PLAY)  | info@allaboutplaygrounds.com

mailto:info@allaboutplaygrounds.com

